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The US is one of the top 10 destinations for human trafficking---with tens of thousands of people trafficked into the country each year. (Hepburn, 2010)
BACKGROUND
There is an argument about when human trafficking started in the United States, however, the transportation of African’s to work as slaves in the United States seems to be the perfect place to start because what is human trafficking but modern day slavery. In 1607 Jamestown was the first colony that the British put into place and in 1619 only 12 years later the first slave ship arrived on the banks of America. The Africans that were brought over were not asked or bribed they were captured and chained in cargo holds while the ship was taking them to their new homes. Not all of the African’s made the trip due to deplorable conditions in the cargo holds and the bodies were left there to rot still chained to the ones that survived. Once the slaves arrived they were placed on blocks and sold to the highest bidder and were required to do what their new owners said. The slaves were forced to work in the fields or in the house and were at the whim of their ‘masters’. Slaves were routinely beaten and raped in order to keep them inline and doing what they were told. In 1863 Abraham Lincoln freed all of the slaves who were still being kept in the confederate states. (Smedly and Smedly, 2012)
 	The Emancipation Proclamation freed the slaves but however this was not the end of slavery in America. Merriam-Webster defines slavery as “submission to a dominating influence” and in the 1700’s children were slaves used in the labor force to help fuel the industrial revolution. Children as young as six were sent to work houses where they would go to work every day and be paid pennies for what they did. Many factory owners took advantage of the children who had no one to defend them and the children were forced to do as they were told just like in the time of slavery. The children were forced to work 12 to 14 hour days and occasionally they had to work up to 19 hours with no more than a 1 hour break. Children who were orphans were forced to work for their room and board so they made no money so theoretically they were working for free. In 1833 Parliament passed the Factory act which helped to regulate child labor. This made it impossible for children under 9 to work at the factories and mandated that all children must attend school for at least 2 hours a day; also, it regulated the number of hours that a child could work depending on their age. This act helped to make the working conditions better for the children who were working in factories. Then in 1912 the Children’s Bureau was created to make sure that children were being taken care of. This Bureau made it almost impossible for employers to legally employ children. However, this was not the end of slavery in the land of the free. (In Working Lives, 2006)
	Slavery still exists today in the form of human trafficking. Women, men, and children are smuggled into America either by being kidnapped from their native land, being sold by a relative, or under the false pretense that they will obtain legal work and be able to send money to their families back home. The trip for these victims is usually not a pleasant one; there are usually a lot of people in a small space for long periods of time with no food or water. There are many methods that are used to smuggle these people into the United States. Sometimes the traffickers will give the victims fake papers to cross the border easily if they are coming from South America or Mexico. If the victims must cross the ocean to get to the United States they will be placed inside a cargo container sometimes or other transportation arrangements have to be made. Shipping people in cargo containers is the equivalent of keeping African American slaves in the cargo hold of a ship. These victims are kept in small spaces and have to endure long trips where there are no bathrooms  
There are two types of human trafficking, they are sexual trafficking where women and girls are placed in prostitution so who ever smuggled these people can make money and then there is labor trafficking which usually consists men and boys who are made to work in fields or doing any form of manual labor and all of the money from this is also going to the people that brought them over. These unsuspecting people are beaten, raped and their families are threatened in order to get their cooperation. They are kept in places that resemble jails because they are locked inside with no way out. There are bars on the windows and guards at that door that don’t fear hurting anyone who tries to escape. 
Human trafficking has gone on for too long in our history and it is time that we take the wool off of our eyes and see that we are not living in a free country if even one person is being trafficked. Human trafficking affects everyone; young girls who run away from home in our own country can become victims of human trafficking because they have nowhere else to go and they are beaten into submission. In a special report by the U.S Department of Justice, Duren Banks and Tracy Kyckelhahn say:
Federally funded human trafficking task forces opened 2,515 suspected incidents of human trafficking for investigation between January 2008 and June 2010. Most suspected incidents of human trafficking were classified as sex trafficking (82%), including more than 1,200 incidents with allegations of adult sex trafficking and more than 1,000 incidents with allegations of prostitution or sexual exploitation of a child. (Banks, Kychkelhahn 2011)
This quote gives us a peak into what is happening in our own back yard. There are more than 2,515 cases of human trafficking in the United States this is an example of what the taskforce on human trafficking had found there are so many people who are suffering and the government needs to do more to help reduce the amount of trafficked people that are entering the country and help to monitor the safety of young American runaways who falling to the trap that is human trafficking. Human trafficking is a result of greedy people who don’t care about others and only want to make money for themselves and even though our government tries to help more has to be done to save countess people from this heinous assault on the human spirit.

CAUSE
Human trafficking is a money making operation for people who choose not to follow the mainstream ideas of society. The traffickers are people who are first and foremost criminals; they operate with a different set of moral codes and feel as if they do not have to follow the law because they are above it. It is this idea of being above the law that enables people to participate in deviant behavior in any setting. What these groups have that allows them to feel this way is the power that comes with the crime syndicate. Marx tells us that Conflict Theory is the idea of the Elites using their power to control the people of the lower classes (Turner, 1975). Human traffickers are using their power in order to make these Victims rid themselves of moral values and any self-confidence. How can someone control another person without anyone saying a thing?
The victims of this crime are usually poor living in impoverished neighborhoods or are runaways. If the people are brought over from another country these traffickers inform the victims that if they say anything that their families will be killed and they will be deported from the United States. This is enough to scare anyone into submission. These people have been mistreated and feel the need to protect their families so they don’t say anything even if they want to leave for fear of retaliation. The girls who have run away from families that have been mistreating them run into the same trouble because they are beaten and used already they feel as if it is their fault. The runaways are usually only reported missing because the parents don’t want to look guilty but they do not actively look for the girls. Then there are the victims that have been sold into the life of human trafficking by their own families or friends. These girls have been betrayed by the people that they love and they know that they have been sold. They walk into the trafficking situation with their spirit already being broken. These victims are not high on society list of people who should be taken care of but because of the fact that they feel they have no power is the reason why they should be sheltered under the wings of society not pushed out of the nest and expected to find their own way. 
In 1969 William Chambliss discussed that there were two types of laws, one being the law that is on the books and the other type of law being what actually happens on the streets. Chambliss went on to say that the authority systems favor the rich and powerful and are unjust and unfair to the poor and weak (Chambliss and Seidman, 1971). This could be a reason as to why there is so much human trafficking going on in the United States. The wealthy people who are running the operations of human trafficking could be finding ways around the law because they feel that they have so much money and power that no one will be asking any questions about what they are doing. This idea of two types of laws also follows the idea that the police won’t help the victims of human trafficking. The victims believe that no one will help them even if they ask and the capturers keep telling pounding it into their heads that soon it’s a strong belief. These people who are brought over for trafficking either for sexual purposes or labor related are not expecting to make it out and sometimes they don’t. This is something that needs to be stopped; people need to start caring for other people other than themselves.
Our society is in an economic downturn and because of this there will always be people who need money and who are willing to exploit others to get it. If this world was a wealthy one where everyone had enough money to be happy there would still be people who wanted ‘more’. Why is more so important in our society when we have so much, William Greider says:
More was the organizing principle for American life --- the goal of immigrant sacrifices, the motivation for ferocious contest in economic life. It drove the expansion westward. It spawned great invention; it justified the hard work and bountiful production. “More” is the bluntest expression of how we have defined the “pursuit of happiness.”(Greider 2003)   
If American society is based on the idea of ‘more’ how do we stop people who are participating in illegal activities especially human trafficking? 
	America is so preoccupied with making money that most of the human trafficking operations are going unnoticed by the customs agents who are supposed to inspect the cargo on ships, the border agents aren’t completely searching cars or trucks that carry people and the worst are the companies that are helping to smuggle people into the united states under the false pretense that they will be getting married to a citizen and that’s why they are coming in or the children who are expecting to be adopted. These things should be monitored by Customs agents and the Buru of child well fair and the state that the marriage is supposed to take place in. Things like this need to be taken seriously. Yes, some people are really getting married or adopting children from other countries but what about those poor people that are being taken advantage of don’t they deserve all of the support and chance that they can get. Americans have to slow our pace down to make sure that no one is slipping through the cracks. 
	Also, in the age of technology it is so easy to connect with another person anywhere in the world. These traffickers find young girls in chat rooms who want to get away from their families and give them a way out and the girls think that it is a savor when in fact they are worse off than they were before. In 2010 a well know website called Craigslist was at the center of a scandal saying that there was sex trafficking happening in one of their sections called adult encounters (Wright, Jones and Olivares, 2010). When there was a story done on this fact craigslist pulled off the section called adult services but they left a section called casual encounters and that is where the traffickers moved. If there is an open webpage where people can be sold that is what is going to happen because people want to make more money. There is an open market because of the Internet, people can make connections around the world and one operation can have tons of girls in different parts of the United States and be getting paid for all of them. The internet is something is good for the world because it allows people to be connected but not only good things are on the internet sometimes danger is lurking, the people that are on the internet are not necessarily who they say that they are.   
	We are a capitalist country and because of this there is an increasing need to make money so it can be spent on frivolous things. Money is behind everything that is happening in this situation because if there was no money to be made in the operation of selling people then no one would be doing it but since people are always after something that they can’t have they pay for services of other people to make their lives easier. People pay for labor and people pay for sex so the idea that these horrible traffickers have is a way to make money no matter what the economy is like no matter whose lives they ruin when doing this. The Marxist Theory says that:
To increase profit, capitalists must find ways to enhance productivity at low labor costs, including introducing automation and other labor-saving devices, forcing workers to work faster and work overtime, relocating industries to cheap labor locations, such as some nonunionized places in the southern United States or in labor-rich developing countries, and importing workers from poor nations. (Thio, 2007)	
Someone who is participating in a human trafficking ring and actually getting paid for it is working with the Marxist Theory because they are getting workers from different countries or impoverished places in order to make more money. This is the American system at its best the idea that anyone can make money so long as they know how to work the supply and demand aspect of business. This is what people come to America for; to live the American dream and be rich. It is America’s fault that so many people are being held against their will and used on our land. We are a land of freedom and pride but how can there be pride in a place that allows people to be sold and traded just like in the time of slavery. 
TYPE, PATTERN, AND CHARACTERISTICS
	Human trafficking has been something that has been going on for centuries but that does not make it something that needs to continue to happen. It has been happening all over the world and it does not seem to be slowing down. Human traffickers know that what they are doing is wrong but they don’t care because they are making the money and that’s all that they care about. There are three different reasons why people are trafficked into this country. 
One way that a person gets trafficked into this country is for sexual purposes. These are some of the most mistreated victims of human trafficking because they are usually kept in small rooms where they are monitored. These women are found online, kidnapped, sold, or tricked into the trafficking business by people much more experienced than them. These women are sent to “restaurants, bars, beauty salons, dancing halls, and gentleman’s clubs, to brothels in the red-light district” (Shaw, 2007) in order to make money for whoever owns them. They are treated like they are replaceable and the sad part is that they are replaceable because people are brought into this country every day that can be used as sexual workers. These women are treated like good’s in a store would be, all things have an expiration date and that is a sad way to look at things but it is true. These women are beaten, threatened, raped, drugged, and then put on the street so other people can do the same things as long as they pay enough. These women come from all over the world and also from our own back yard and are treated no better than the slaves were treated. 
Another form of trafficking involves the exploitation of children of foreign countries. There are many countries that do not have strict laws on adoption and will give a child to almost anyone. The problem with this is a lot of these children are being exploited by either being sent to traffickers right away or being used by their adopted parents. Some people in impoverished countries find no other option but to give up some of their children to traffickers if they cannot feed or care for them. The families are usually compensated if they give up a child and the families need the money to survive. How can a mother give up her child to sex traffickers? Also, children who are in orphanages are more likely to be taken advantage of because they are not being cared for by families and they are not the only children there to be looked after. Also, sometimes there are marriages that happen between an adoptive parent and the child. This is something that should not be allowed. Once the child is adopted the parents are the legal parents and should not be allowed to marry the adoptive child when they are of age. The child may feel a sense that they have to marry because the adoptive parent was so good to them when they grew up a form of the hero complex.
The third form of human trafficking is for the labor market. People from other countries are recruited by big companies overseas and are asked to come over and work for a much lower wage then an American worker would get. These people are taken advantage of because they are hard workers and don’t complain like an American citizen would if any of the liberties of being an American were taken away. Many companies have chosen this option because if these big corporations go to a foreign country where they are grateful to be making a dollar a day they are going to get a deal if they don’t even have to pay them 8.25 an hour. Another reason that people are brought over is to work as cooks, nannies, and maids for wealthy families who can afford to hire someone and smuggle them into the country for cheap labor. These positions are usually filled by women from Mexico because they are known to be hard workers and able to keep house and take care of children. These women are exploited because they don’t know that they can have days off and that they don’t have to work all day and they also don’t know how much is fair to be getting paid because our money and theirs is different. 
There are different outcomes for each of these different kinds of trafficking. The sex workers can age out and be sent on their way and if they managed to stay free of any kind of desires may find a husband and live out the rest of their days not under the scrupulous eyes of their traffickers. Some women do not make it out of this situation alive because they were beat by the people that said they would be taken care of in a new country. Children who are brought into the country to be adopted are very much dependent on their adoptive families and hopefully they are treated well. Some children are adopted so their new adoptive parents can abuse them this is sad but a true reality for some children. The people that are brought over as labor workers are the ones that will only gain more if they go back to their country or save up enough money in order to make their children’s lives easier. America is the land of the free and everyone can make money and everyone wants too. The people that are trafficked for labor do it because they are in search of something better in their lives. They too are in search of the American dream like so many others. 
Human trafficking happens everywhere no matter what kind of neighborhood people live in or if they are in the wealthiest parts of the world there is no escaping the reality that people are being bought and sold every day. This is not just a problem for one person or one country but it is a world epidemic and it needs to be treated as such because once this is realized more can be done and countless lives will be spared. The problem is that when people come forward and want to testify against their traffickers they are sometimes met with problems of their own. In 2008 23 men were arrested because they were working under assumed names but these same men were part of a plan to capture their traffickers but while waiting for trial needed work and because they needed to work they were arrested by ICE (Hepburn and Simon, 2010). How do people expect traffickers to come forward if they are fearful of deportation?
Many countries have enacted laws to help to prosecute traffickers in a way that was more fair. Human trafficking is a crime that should be taken way more seriously. In this past election California voted to have harsher punishments for people who are caught participating in human trafficking and also allocated more money into a program that helps to capture human traffickers. It is a good thing for people to understand that Rome was not built in a day and something like this will not be fixed in a day so it will take some time. It is something that should be applauded when states do something to help counter crime because if all of the states did it and were more vigilant on catching human trafficking in the act it will help to stop human traffickers from coming into our country and taking advantage of other people. The United States has started to make changes to its law by passing things such as:
The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 and then strengthened it with a 2005 revision. Included in the bill’s 360’million funding package was an expansion of the operation Innocence Lost program, a nationwide initiative that helps law enforcement agencies pursue sex traffickers and child prostitution rings. The federal law defined several new crimes, including human trafficking, sex trafficking, forced labor and document servitude, which involves the withholding or destruction of identity or travel documents as a means of controlling victims of the sex trade. (Sigel and Welsh, 2011)
This is a great start to crack down on what is going on in our county. But there are other things that can be done so that this great nation stays that way. The United States can create a zero tolerance law for anyone who is caught in human trafficking so they will be locked up forever for using people like door mats. Another way would be to stiffen punishments for anyone who is caught using a trafficked person for a sexual exploit. America is very lenient on the people who pay for the illicit activity; the government tends to turn the other cheek at wealthy business men who have some sexual discretions. If the United States is going to rid ourselves of human trafficking rings then everyone needs to be punished in order to get the point across. Like any business the traffickers take the idea of supply and demand so if no one is demanding what they are selling then there is no need for a supply even if it is free labor. I thought of making the United States a country where everyone gets equal pay but as I said before the American mind set would never agree to that because everyone wants to be the best no matter what it is in. The only deterrent that I can think of is to increase the punishment of offenders and to create more task forces to crack down on human trafficking rings. Also, hiring more officials to check every ship, plane, and everything that is crossing the border will help stop the influx of people from other countries. Also, monitoring adoptions if only annually will stop a lot of children from being mistreated. It is not fair to those who don’t have a choice in how they are raised or who raises them. If they are expecting a loving family that is exactly what they should get.
	The United States of America prides itself on being the land of the free but how are we free if there are people who right now are being held against their own will at some run down house waiting to be raped. There are many things that Americans fight for so why can’t there be a fight for something that will help others instead of just ourselves. Yes capitalism is something that runs this fair country but is that really something that should be governing anything. If everything is about money, what happened to the value system; do American’s really want to raise their children to be money hungry. People have to understand that if it is not something that they would be proud to do that it should be outlawed.  
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