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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Native Americans have been scrutinized for many centuries at first because of lack of knowledge of them and then from a white superiority complex. Over the centuries things have gotten better for many different minority groups but the Native American is still stigmatized and treated differently than all of the rest. There have been many studies done involving the Native American person in order to discover some lacking tendencies or to find a reason why things are happening in any one way or another. In this study I have chosen to look at specific deviant behavior of Native American adolescents among three different generations of people to help explain what is going on with this culture that deviant behavior is on a rise. The first generation being from the 1900-1940 this is when there were reservations but the Native American culture was able to keep their distance from the outside world. My second generation of people is 1941-1980, in this time period there was a Native American relocation which tried to have the Native Americans leave their culture for a more modern world. Then there is the last generation I will be looking into is from 1981 to today where Native Americans have more access to the outside world do to the internet and other activities. I am trying to discover if the increase in alcohol consumption, adolescent sexual activity and recreational drug use is a cause of the increase of urbanization on Native American reservations or if there are other factors which include but are not limited to poverty, abuse, and lack of resources. 
	In order to see what the main causes of these problems are I will be administering face to face interviews and questionnaires in order to determine what the causes are. I will be using this information to show that there has indeed been an increase in adolescent deviant behavior as well as an incline in the number of outside influences into the reservations itself. I will be showing that there is a positive relationship between teenage delinquent behavior and outside influences.
Literature Review
	There are many scholarly articles that take on many positions regarding the different variables in my study. In John Butcher’s Federal Courts and the Native American Sex Offender we find out that the cause of increase sexual activity among Native Americans is that “ poverty, unemployment, and physical isolation, all contribute to distressingly high rates of alcoholism and substance abuse”(Butcher 2000:85) which in turn are cause for high rates of sexual offenses. Butcher also goes on to discuss that abuse rates are high on Native American reservations and because of this there is a never ending loop of abuse from one generation to another. Butcher says that the main problem on the reservations is that of depression and that “the symptoms of depression on the reservations are also reflected in a high suicide rate, a high teenage pregnancy rate and an epidemic of alcoholism and substance abuse” (Butcher 2000:86). This study is mainly about the sex offender and their dealings with the federal court system and how the punishments are more sever and more detrimental to the offender. It covers a great deal of information that is both relevant and irrelevant to my study because I am not looking at the adult but rather their sexual activity as teenagers but seeing as this study discusses the fact that these people have themselves been abused in their youth I find it relevant in that I could use this as a stepping stone to look at my data and relate the sexual activity as forced and not always consensual. Irene Vernon and Roe Bubar tell us In Child Sexual Abuse and HIV/AIDS in Indian Country that the people who have experienced sexual abuse in their past are more likely than people who have not been sexually abused “to exhibit high risk-HIV behaviors such as having a greater number of sexual partners, unprotected sex, use of intravenous drugs, an inability to negotiate condoms, and higher levels of unwanted sexual activity and prostitution” (Vernon and Bubar 2001:47-48).  Vernon and Bubar also go on to discuss that “HIV infection rates, in general have not decreased but continue to be high; heterosexual contact is the main route of transmission for adolescents 13 through 19”(Vernon and Bubar 2001:52) which tells us that STD’s are prevalent do to sexual activity among the teenage population. There are many issues with regard to sexual activity among the Native American population which include sexual offenses against the adolescent the lack of knowledge about sexual diseases, proper condom use and the lack of discussion because there is a taboo on discussing sexual activity in most communities. Though I am not looking at STD’s as a part of my study I felt that using information from studies about sexual behavior would be help in showing the amount of sexual activity among adolescents.
	There is also an epidemic of alcohol use among adolescents on the reservations. In Early-Onset Alcohol Use among Native American Youth: Examining Female Caretaker Influence Melissa Walls, Les Whitbeck, Dan Hoyt and Kurt Johnson discuss how children with female caretakers that do consume alcohol are more likely than not to start drinking at an earlier age. It has also been found that the earlier a person begins to start drinking the more likely that there are going to be more problems such as “lower achievement, academic problems, delinquent and antisocial behavior, later drug abuse and alcoholism, and adulthood problems with employment and criminal and violent behavior” (Walls, Whitbeck, Hoyt and Johnson 2007:451). This study also discusses the fact that it is not necessarily the parents alcohol use that leads to premature drinking but also the lack of proper parenting on the child can “in fact, increase the onset and rate of youth substance use”(Walls, Whitbeck, Hoyt, Johnson 2007:453). This phenomenon can be attributed to many different societies however, “Native American youth in general are an especially high-risk group in terms of early exposure, prevalence of use, and problems associated with alcohol”(Walls, Whitbeck, Hoyt, and Johnson 2007:452). The use of alcohol or other mind altering drugs can also be the cause of the lack of parenting because the parents will be less likely to pay their children attention or care about what the child is doing it is more likely that that child will grow up thinking that no one cares about what they are doing and are more like to participate in deviant behavior. In this study there is also a showing that there is a link between poverty and substance abuse as well as a closing gap in the differences of substance abuse between genders. It also shows that young parents who have “inadequate education, financial instability, and family conflict” tend to be connected with the outcome of the child most notably the age of the mother at delivery. The problem with this study is that the male caretakers were not taken into consideration and looking into children that are wards of the state was not taken into account. There could be sizable differences in the amount that alcohol is consumed since in this study there was not a differentiation between the child that adolescent that drank every day and the adolescent that drank once a month. 
	One of the reasons that drug use, drinking, and sexual activity have increased is that there has been a lot of influence from the outside world into the reservations themselves. Sol Tax tackles this issue in The Impact of Urbanization on American Indians. Tax shows that the Native American people have a kind of kinship that is not widely known in the rest of the United States off of the reservation. When describing some facts of the Dakota tribe Tax says “when your blood relatives marry all of their relatives are yours too”(Tax 1978:124) meaning that in the tribe you are one community so no one is alone because you are related to so many different people as if you are one big family. This article discusses how Tax was in fact alive during the relocation of the Native Americans in the fifties which helped him see how urbanization had an effect on their lives. During the relocation the Native American children were taken from their reservations ad placed into schools and given American names and were forbidden to speak their native tongue which helped to cause more feelings of animosity against the “white people”. Tax discusses how some Native Americans assimilated fairly well while others were “uncertain and uncomfortable in their contacts with non-Indians and are quickly put off, withdrawing embarrassedly either physically or in alcoholism” (Tax 1978:127) which helps to show that a sudden change in environment for the Native Americans can be detrimental to their health and previously shown that alcoholism in adults can lead to alcoholism in their children. The use of this study is to show that there are a great deal of Native Americans who in fact do leave the reservations for a more productive lifestyle to remove themselves from poverty and to give their children a better living situation. Most of the Native Americans that moved out during this time and were able to assimilate to their new surroundings “they are sometimes blue-collar, trade union people, but more usually clerical workers and professional people, some of whom work in offices, institutions, agencies, and organizations”(Tax 1978:128) the ones that did not assimilate This study was published in 1978 which is part of the second generation in my study which helps to show that some Native Americans in this generation would have more psychological problems as adolescents because of the sudden relocation of their families. In Native Americans: the American Indian Today Vine Deloria Jr discusses how a lot of the able bodies Native Americans left the reservation to go work and in doing this left their children with elderly relatives on the reservation. Doing something like this would keep the children from getting proper attention paid to them and would also help foster a feeling of abandonment among the children which would lead to antisocial deviant behavior. Deloria goes on to say that after World War 2 the Native Americans were place on reservations and would go their entire lives without seeing a non-Native American person. This article continues with a list of inventions including the telephone and the car that caused the reservations to be more accessible for outside people as well as integrating with other tribes.
Research Question
Deviant behavior among teenagers has been on the rise on Native American reservations and in doing this study I hope to come to positive conclusions as to why this is happening and what could possibly be done to help make this decline. The Native American community is one of great respect and admiration toward one another. They have a bond unlike the urban community has ever seen they are all about helping each other which is why tackling an epidemic such as this is so hard. To find out why the teenagers of these different generations started participating in behaviors such as recreational drug use, drinking and sexual activity we will have to dive deep into the Native American culture as a whole. This is a social issue because if in such a community where everyone is related to one another and they can fall into disarray is there any hope for the outside community with keeping our children in line. 
Statement of the Question
Why have recreational drug use, drinking and sexual activity increased over the last three generations on Native American reservations?
	Independent variable: Generation Change 
Type: Continuous
Attributes: (1900-1940, 1941-1980, 1981-today)
	Dependent variable: Recreational Drugs
		Type: Discrete
		Attributes: (Use Drugs, Do Not Use Drugs)
	        Drinking 
Type: Discrete
Attributes: (Drink, Do Not Drink)
	        Sexual Activity
Type: Discrete
Attributes: (Participate in sexual activity, do not participate in sexual activity)
Hypotheses
H1: Drinking alcohol has increased over the last three generations on Native American reservations.
H2: Recreational drug use has increased over the last three generations on Native American reservations. 
H3: Sexual Activity has increased over the last three generations on Native American Reservations.
H4: Native Americans are more likely to live in close knit communities where they take care of their own.
H5: People who feel that they can solve problems on their own using laws of their own are more likely to let people get away with more delinquent behavior.
H6: Native Americans are more likely to hide their problems from the outside world. 
		Methodology
Research Design
	To test my hypothesis I have chosen to do survey research in two parts, the first part will be a face to face interview while the second will be a questionnaire. There will be a total of 2040 questionnaires as well as 2040 face to face interviews. The reason behind choosing to incorporate two parts of survey research is to grasp a better understanding of the environment through stories and antidotes without making my subjects feel self-conscious about their previous behavior. My study involves adolescent deviant behavior which can be a touchy subject among people of all ages so the use of an anonymous questionnaire to obtain these results is the best option. However, in coming up with the community aspects of how outside influences had an effect on reservation living I chose to use face to face interviews in order to gauge expressions as well as obtain an open line of communication and trust with the respondents. 
	The face to face interview will be conducted before the questionnaire is handed out. The reason behind this decision is so that there is no bias among the respondents to change their stories because the realization of the topic. The questions asked will be open ended with all information including body language and facial expressions being video recorded or with use of a voice recorder and observational notes depending on the respondents’ preference. Having multiple options for obtaining this information is crucial as some Native American people do not like to be photographed or video recorded because of religious beliefs. 
	Face to face interviews are one of the best way’s in my opinion to gather truthful information about outside influences that affected the reservation. In order for me to gauge why the increase of deviant behavior has happened among Native American youth I need to know specifically what were the changes and the influences among the family units and individual interactions. By listening to stories about what was and is happening among people and their peers I will be able to show trends among outside influences, family dynamics and an increase in deviant behavior. People open up more when they are asked for stories about how their lives were and if anything in their environment changed in their adolescent years then they are to open up than in a questionnaire that only covers a small variety of possible changes and influences. It does require more work and analysis on the part of the researcher but in the end it will give the best results.
	An example of face to face question would be, “in your teenage years was there a change in your environment that made you feel more disconnected from tribal living.” A question such as this gives people multiple ways to express themselves and in these expressions allows a researcher the ability to grasp information that would not be attainable in a simple yes or no question. For instance if a question is asked about a touchy subject like “drug use in the tribal community” you can see if the person is feeling the pressure of the question and is lying to cover the answer or if the person is not fazed by the question. Different responses would help the researchers to identify variables that are the most cause for concern and what had the biggest impact on the respondent’s adolescence. Another example of a question that has weight is, “have you seen a change in the generation immediately after yours and what do you think caused the changes and if nothing has changed why has nothing changed,” this question would only be answered by all groups even though it is possible that the youngest group would have no opinion on this matter. This question would help to understand some social forces that have shaped the new public opinion on adolescent behavior. Then in order to gage how each group feels towards themselves the question can be asked in reverse “do you feel that your generation has changed in comparison to the previous generation? Why or why not.” A question like this will help to solidify responses of behavior and social interactions. A group of questions will be about social interactions among peers in school as well as peers in the family, after taking this information from all groups a pattern should emerge that will help with the idea that peer influence make a considerable contribution to adolescent ideas. The same could be asked about family life but in all only regarding interactions or stories that created memories of childhood. All of these things help to paint a picture of what was happening in the era where the person was born and that understanding is something that is crucial to the results in order to ascertain what the actual variables are. The face to face interviews are going to provide background. As the data is sorted and the information analyzed I expect to find similarities among peoples responses and those will be what I focus on as major factors that came into play in their era. 
	A questionnaire will be then given to the respondents for them to take in regards to their behavior as adolescents. Because deviant behavior is something that people prefer to mask even in their adulthood I have chosen to make this questionnaire anonymous. Questionnaires are a better way to gather data when there are specific topics that need to be addressed. There are also a number of topics that a person would be less inclined to answer if they had to do it face to face with someone else. Questionnaires are a way for people to admit their doings and not feel ashamed for what they have done; it is the easiest way to gather information on a sensitive issue from someone. 
	This questionnaire will be divided into three parts. The first part will be about adolescent recreational drug use, the second section will be about adolescent drinking and the third will be about adolescent sexual activity. All three sections will start with a yes or no question regarding whether the respondent participated in the activity whether voluntarily or non-voluntarily, if the answer to this question is a yes then they will proceed to answer the questions in that section but if the answer is a no then they will skip the questions in that section and continue on to the next section with a similar question. If the answer to the question is a no and the questions are skipped it will be referred to as skipped data when in the data entry process. Questions in this data set will cover all of the different levels of measurement and cover a wide array of topics in the specific category. For instance, in the section on adolescent recreational drug use there would be questions regarding “how many times a certain drug was used,” “was there pressure among your peers to do drugs,” “did you feel as though if you did not do the drugs your friends would abandon you,” these questions help to get at an idea of how much drug use was involved in a certain generation. The same can be done for alcohol use among the adolescence. The questions will almost mirror the previous section with replacing one vice for another. The adolescent sexual activity will be phrased more delicately in order to get information about rape, teenage pregnancy, and sexual abuse. These questions will be direct and will account for both the rape victim and the adolescent rapist.     
Selection of Subjects
The population that this study addresses is Native Americans living on reservations. For this sample I have chosen to use the US Census data in order to determine how many different types of tribes there are in the United States. Then I have choose to separate the United States into four different quadrants being north east, south east, north west, and south west and then taking a probability sample of the different tribes in each quadrant. This will help insure that everyone has a chance to be represented in this study. From each quadrant I will be choosing five different tribes from each quadrant for a total of 20 tribes and 510 people from each quadrant. A problem with this way of doing things is that it is possible to leave some tribes completely out of the study and then we will have no information about how their adolescence are behaving in general. There is a possibility that there may be some tribal groups that had no change in lifestyle and still saw an increase in deviant behavior. There could be a chance that only the biggest tribes get to be in the study because they have more reservations in a given area. By doing a probability sample based on quadrants in the United States I feel that there will be a higher chance of getting a more diverse sample as well as making sure that different areas are represented and not necessarily representative based on population in a tribe. Even tribes that have only a couple of reservations will still have the opportunity to participate and be selected. Once I select the tribes that I am going to use I will have to get permission from the tribal elders to conduct a survey of their people. After permission is obtained I will be separating the tribal members based on gender before running a quota sample to make sure that I have an equal amount of people in my three generational categories (1900-1940, 1941-1980, 1981-today) as well as gender that are represented in each tribe. This way I don’t have an abundance of people in one age group and an almost non-existent sample in another. From every tribe I will be using a random number generator to assign 102 people into the study 51 men and 51 women with 34 people in each age group. This will help to insure no bias when gathering information from the participants.  	
Ethical Issues
	Since my sample involves human subjects both adult and minor there are many ethical issues that will need to be dealt with. The participants will have to be voluntary which is why getting the tribal elders permission is so important in that it will help people who don’t know that the survey research is on the up and up so to speak. Also there will have to be a wavier signed saying that there is an agreement to participate. With the miners there has to be consent from both the miner and the parent and session times for the interview will be dependent on the age of the respondent and availability to have a parent present at the face to face interview stage. There is a possibility for mental harm if the participant must relive a situation that was detrimental to them while growing up. This will have to be a factor since the questionnaire does ask about adolescent sexual exploits. The questionnaire will be anonymous and the face to face interview will be confidential.  The face to face interview is going to be confidential with respect to our participants so they do not have to worry about what specifically they tell us getting out, all notes and tapes will be provided a matching number and not a name specifically to a person. The samples will be anonymous not because we don’t know who is completing the samples but in which sample is which. For this our respondents will take a written questionnaire and when done they will place and seal it in an envelope. The front of the envelope will just have the tribe name, and the age group of the person who took part in the survey. The envelop will then be placed inside of  a sealed box that the researcher has that will be opened after all of the data is collected, this will insure anonymity.  There will be no deception in my study so that is not something that I need to worry about in my ethical issues as soon as the respondent has turned in the questionnaire they will be debriefed about the intentions of the study and again explained that the information given will not come back to them in a negative light.
Data Analysis
Strategies for Interpreting Data
Due to the fact that this study is incorporating both face to face open-ended interviews and closed-ended questionnaires the data obtained will be interpreted using both qualitative and quantitative interpretations. Through the face to face open-ended questions will first be interpreted qualitatively the data will then be coded and placed with my quantitative data in order to show relationships between the variables.
Qualitative Interpretations
After the face to face interviews are transcribed onto paper I will start by looking for patterns in the data. I will look for patterns using frequencies, magnitudes, structures, processes, causes, and consequences. In order to discover these patterns we are going to be using semiotics and conversation analysis as well as looking at language and gender. 
For frequencies I will be looking for patterns of how often the individual found themselves in situations where they interacted with people from a culture outside of their reservation or how often they did not obtain necessities for school or for personal use become of money issues. I will also be looking for patterns of magnitude which would include the strength of the cultural interacting meaning, for instance if the person went to school off of the reservation would have a higher magnitude then a person who ran into an outside on the side of the road. Also, there is a magnitude in poverty level from a person who didn’t have anything to eat on most days and a person who ate three meals a day seven days a week. Then there are structures which show how different things are defined. So if there is a person who defines social interactions it could be interactions with the opposite sex, interactions with groups, private interactions, or familial interactions. Then there is process which has an order of things. Using this we can see if family poverty increased over the time of adolescence as well as including if the number of social interactions with people outside of the reservations changed or perhaps an increase of technology allowing for social networking. Also, there may be some causes which represent a relationship between different variables. Perhaps it is the general area of the tribe that causes more social interactions and on the other hand poverty. Causes are something we are going to be specifically looking at because we want to know the reasons why there has been an increase in drinking alcohol, recreational drug use, and teenage sexual activity. Then there are consequences which are to see how things are affected in the long term. In looking for this pattern I will see if there are in fact changes from the three different generations when it comes to social interactions and poverty as well as technology to see if they did cause a change in adolescent behavior.
Semiotics is the study of signs and symbols and the meanings associated with them. We will be using this to determine if multiple people are talking about the same thing but are using different ways in which to say them. Also, if they are using the same word but perhaps they have a different meaning or different context that needs to be looked into. I will also be looking into conversation analysis, since the interviews are open-ended and can be taken anywhere verbally by the respondent it will make for an easier flow of information. Also, with interpreting the conversations one can get a feel for how much something affected a person even if they do not want to verbalize it. Due to the fact that conversations need to be understood completely there will be a lot of questions asked about what things mean which will help with the semiotics. This will help with the eventual coding of the data. Now because men and women relay stories differently and emphasize different parts of stories it is important when coding data to understand the subtle changes and the difference in power play. Men tend to see themselves as more powerful in a conversation so when looking at their information some of their tales could be over exaggerated and women tend to be meeker in their answers so they could downplay some stories because they don’t want the researcher to know what was happening with them so looking at the body language here would be the best way to interpret if the stories are valid.  I will be going through the common processes of qualitative coding which includes open coding, axial coding, and selective coding to demine my final measures. 
Quantitative Interpretations
	Since quantitative data is only of use for numbers I will be using it to determine my questionnaire surveys as well as use it after I code my qualitative data in order to find patterns of correlation between outside influences and my data set of variables. I will also be using my quantitative measures to determine validity and reliability in my sample so as to make sure that my study is relevant and representative.
For the quantitative data in my study I will be using logistic regression on my variables. I will be comparing the independent variable generation of birth to the dichotomous dependent variables substance abuse, alcohol use and sexual activity which will help to determine if there is a relationship between my variables and also to test for reliability. The reason to use logistic regression is that it “is well suited for describing and testing hypotheses about relationships between a categorical outcome variable and one or more categorical or continuous predictor variables” (Ping, Lee, and Ingersoll 2002:4). I will be using the coefficient Beta to determine the directions of the relationships of the variables. As well as preforming the chi-squared test in order to test for validity among my variables. With this I will also be using a frequency table to compare all of the different variables among the different generation groups. For instance if only 3% of people from the sample of the first generation used recreational drugs and then second generation was at 4% then the last generation was at 20% then it takes a cause for concern that something happened in that time or perhaps there is either a problem with the data or an outlier. I have also decided to find out the correlation of the variables to different outside factors to see if there is a positive or negative relationship. 
For the quantitative data I will be presenting this information in the form of tables in the results section of my study. I expect to use pie charts to show the increase of each variable in relation to their generations as well as a simple timeline of influences from the outside world with dots that shows where the increases of the generations happened. This will help show people who are just browsing what my study is talking about. Since the questionnaire is anonymous I will have to deal with the possibility of missing data. I have chosen to omit the person from that question altogether and mark it as missing data due to the fact that I do not want to fill in an answer as a best guess.
Expected Findings
I expect to find that there has been an increase in drug use, alcohol consumption and sexual activity of the course of the past three generations on Native American Reservations. I also expect to find that there has been an increase in the amount of poverty on the reservation due to the fact that the cost of living has been on the rise and an increase in the amount of outside influences to the reservation. These outside influences come in the form of television, the internet and radio as well as people from the outside becoming involved in reservation activities. The increase of any of these things can be the cause of the delinquent activity being on a rise in the reservations. More than likely it is a combination of the poverty and outside influences. There would be less influences of the outside world with the people from generation 1900-1940 as well as a lower standard of living which would mean that there would be less drug use, alcohol consumption and sexual activity among the adolescents. In the generation 1941-1980 There would have been an increase in the poverty rate as well as an increase with the amount of outside influences on the tribes with the introduction of the television in 1939. In the generation 1981 to today there would have been an increase in the poverty level among the tribes by a great deal as well as major increase with the outside world due in part to more extreme television, the commonality of the internet as well as people sending their children out into the world for a better education and them returning to the tribe with their newly Americanized ideas. 
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