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	In the book entitled The Suppression of the African Slave-Trade in the United States of America W.E.B Du Bois tells us how slavery in American came to a conclusion stating with the first acts against the trade from the separate colonies. The book starts with how the slave trade became a problem because of the increasing amount of slaves being brought into the colonies. Du Bois then continues to discuss the colonies and their opinions of the slave trade and what they specifically did to suppress the trade. Du Bois then spends most of his time going through the political process and what happened during and after the revolution and finally to the civil war. Du Bois ends the book with how the different reasons to suppress slavery, why it was continuing and the lessons that American history can teach others who are dealing with a social issue.	
	The starting’s of the slave-trade did not have a firm grasp and most failed very quickly until the “Royal African Company”. After some success the trade was opened up to all of the European powers and colonies. England wanted the monopoly on the slave-trade and signed an agreement with Spain that if they were allowed to maintain the monopoly they would pay Spain for every slave that was transported. This agreement was called the Assiento which proved to be a financial failure and eventually bankrupted the Royal Company. This was not the stop of the slave trade though because when the monopoly went bankrupt it opened up the trade to other interests including the colonies. These slaves were once free men and when bring them into the colonies and forcing them into unpaid manual labor there was bound to be uprisings. The idea of this happening is what started the colonists to thinking about suppressing the influx of the African people. 
This first chapter gave a lot of information about how the slave trade began with dates and facts about the number of slaves brought into the Americas at any given time. There is however no talk of why slavery was thought of in the first place or whose idea it was to use Africans. This would have been strong information as well to know possibly that there was an economic imbalance and slaves would be used to help curb failing projects or was it that the Europeans wanted to feel like they have supreme power over something or someone. 
The next section of the book discusses the colonies and how the salve trade affected each of them and why they wanted the slave-trade to slow down. Du Bois starts with the planting colonies which were Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia and Maryland who did participate heavily in the slave-trade. Planting colonies were the ones who used the slaves the most, owned the most slaves and put up the biggest fight against the suppression of the slave trade. England did not want to have slaves in Georgia because it is against religious ideas however; the colonists from Georgia felt that having slaves was the best way to get done their planting and picking work. Because Georgia did not want to stop using the slave trade and the people in charge of that colony did not mind the use of slaves so participation in the slave trade kept going without punishment until the American Revolution when there were some people trying to put a stop to the slave trade. South Carolina was closer to the West Indies slave marts so they had the highest amount of slaves and were the ones who had the least amount of involvement from the United States government. The colonists of South Carolina on the other hand decided for themselves that they were scared of having too many Africans in their community. For these colonists the benefit of the slave trade did little to quill the fears of a possible revolt so they made it so that the price to bring in a new slave was so high that people could not afford to bring slaves. However, since losing the slaves meant a loss of income the price for bringing in slaves was lowed after two years. Then the influx of slaves grew even more that the colonists decided that they did not want to allow slaves to be imported anymore but that idea was shot down by people in power. The colonists then settled for raising the price of importation of slaves even higher then before. North Carolina unlike South Carolina had hardly any slave influx into their colony. As the years into the salve-trade increased the number of slaves increased and was not stopped until a duty was laid that prohibited the incoming of anymore slaves. Virginia had the second largest slave-trade and it did not bother them until there was such an increase the colonists feared for their safety so they placed a high amount of money to pay for the importation of slaves into their colony. Maryland being smaller did not like the high volume of slaves that were coming in and in general it scared the colonists so much that they placed a ridiculously high price on importation and were basically free from slavery issues before the government even had to get involved. 
The Farming Colonies were the next set that Du Bois discusses and they are New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware and New Jersey. In New York the trade was basically unchallenged and when it was challenged people complained about the price increases and they were disallowed. Vermont separated from New York and decided that slavery was illegal all based on the ideas of the colonists. In Pennsylvania there was some opposition to the slave trade. The German Friends had a meeting and decided that slavery was inhuman because even though the slaves were black they were still people and should be treated as such. They even went so far as to tell all of the people in their club that they could not speak to anyone involved in such a thing as slave-trading. Though the petition to abolish slavery did not work the petition to “prevent the importation of Negroes and Indians” did pass and this was the first one of its kind ever in America. In Delaware slavery was outlawed, however there was still some significant trade going on and when the colony tried to stop it the governor vetoed the bill in favor of the slave trade. In New Jersey the prohibited measures were seen as bothersome but there was an extra cost for first time buyers of slaves. The people from the New Jersey colony said that they were not condoning the slave trade but instead trying to have people bring over indentured servants but slavery was not prohibited.
	Then there were the trading colonies which consisted of New England, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut. These colonies did not make their money by keeping slaves to work but in the transfer of slaves to other colonies or to other places that were looking for slaves. The colony of New England as slavery as something that was wrong because a human is a human no matter what their skin color however they were also the colony who shipped the most slaves because that was just a money making enterprise. In New Hampshire the trade was never really a big deal and no limitations on slaving was ever placed because it was not something that the people cared about. In Massachusetts it was first an idea that seemed barbaric however after the temptation of money more and more puritans were captaining slave ships. This was something that was seen as ok but the people would not allow it in the colony and placed a price on importation. Rhode Island decided to make a law that said that no slave or indentured servant would have to work past the age of 24 or for the master for more than 10 years and at that time the person would be declared free. This law however did not last very long and Rhode Island became a fierce competitor in the trafficking of slaves but did not have a lot of slaves in the colony.  Connecticut was a small colony however it had a lot of people involved in the slave trade. Because it was such a small colony and since they did not do a lot of business there were no restrictions put on them. 
All of these colonies have different things that made them want to stop the trade and they involved fear, politics, or their personal morals but in the end it was the money that they cared the most about. The way that Du Bois separated the different kinds of colonies into three chapters was something that made his argument stronger because it showed cohesiveness amongst those certain colonies. It also could have been done by separating the colonies into the ones that really had no problems with the slave trade, the ones that were afraid of an uprising and the ones that placed high amounts of money on imported slaves. It would have been nice to see how those colonies related to one another perhaps there was a numbers game involving the number of Negros to the number of whites that made them scared or maybe it was just a culture where everything scares them. Perhaps in the colonies that were afraid of uprising there were more women than men or more children. Why were the governors given so much power over the colonies and why were not more things done when the people were upset. Where the governors in the Americas upper-class in England and that’s why they felt they could make decision for all of the people in their colony no matter what. Perhaps there was a different mentality among the members of the colonies because of past crises that made them more susceptible to wanting to make the most money possible even at the cost of other human beings. 
The next section that Du Bois talks about is the time of the Revolution between 1774 and 1787. During this time period there was an attempt to limit the number of slaves and the slave trade in America. During the revolution there were less slaves being imported and the slave-trade was considerably slowed. Du Bois also talks about how the main idea between the colonies was that the revolution was caused because of the exploitation of resources so there was a plan to stop all traffic with England. After the revolution there was some argument among the colonies about how to discontinue commerce with England, some colonies wanted to stop the slave trade because of the fact that most of it was done by England however the southern colonies were against this for their need for slaves. During the first meeting of congress there was the decision made that all trade and importation of goods from England were to be discontinued as well as trade from Ireland and the West Indies. This however did not bode well with the majority because some major crops were involved in the slave trade came from the West Indies so because of this the proposal. In this committee it was decided that the slave trade would be discontinued however this was met with different opinions from the newly formed states of America. Because of the illegalizing of the slave trade smugglers made a high amount of money on people that needed slaves and were willing to pay the high prices for them. After the war the colonies in the south started to import slaves again because they believed that it was impossible for them not to have slaves to help with their labor. Some states decided amongst themselves that it would be best to stop the importation of slaves but that did not include selling the slaves.
This would have been better had there been more information about what was going on in the revolution to stop the slaves from being shipped. Were the same amount of vessels on the sea being used for the slave trade and being captured by enemy ships or were there fewer ships involved in the trade because they had been commissioned as war ships. Also it would be great to know if during the debate about stopping slavery if there was any discussion about how this idea was to be carried out. Du Bois does not tell us who was making the decisions in government and what kind of ideals the people were coming from. Were there more representatives from middle colonies or were there an equal amount and how were people chosen into this office. 
During the Federal Convention the government officials tried to stay away from the slavery issue because it was so much of a touchy subject among different groups of people. Then during one of the days of the convention there was a proposition made that there should be no taxes on imported goods which included slavery and immigration. Most of the debate was based on moral issues and how God does not want injustice of humanity. The problem with the moral debate is that the southern colonies were not going to approve the stoppage of the slave-trade on the bases of moral issues because they felt that slavery was in fact helping the black people live better lives then they would have done if they stayed in Africa. At the end of all of this debate it was decided that the slave trade would not be prohibited in any way by any state that wanted to participate in the slave trade until 1808. The problem was that the north felt that slavery should be ended in 20 to 30 years the south felt that it had at least 50 years of slavery if not more still left. When this was presented to the public there was some disagreement among what was going on. There were people who were remorseful and people who were indifferent to the idea of continuing the slave trade for a while longer. There were a lot of people who felt that the 21 years that had been granted for the slave-trade would not stop there because by that time people would be making more money and for some people money is the only thing that makes then happy.
In this section there was a lot of information given about who was speaking and where they came from. I felt that the sections could have been spaced out more with more details about what was being talked about because the way that all of the information is thrown at you is very intense. I wonder why Du Bois decided to give all of the information the way that he chose to do it instead of making it more comprehendible. I wonder also why the government was not able to check the slave trade at the beginning. Why was there even a discussion of riding the colonies of the slave trade.  
	Due to the Haitian Revolution that took place in the West Indies in 1791 there was a mass amount of fear that swept through the Americas. Because of this in the south the importation of new slaves was prohibited in most states and in others it was prohibited in short busts and then reopened for a time being. On the Border States there was a strengthening of the laws and slaves were freed. On the east the main problem was trying to stop the colonists from shipping the slaves for fear of retaliation in a place where slavery was frowned upon. Congress met again in 1790 and once again began a discussion on the slave trade, There were petitions against the trade and arguments from the south and just when something was about to be done the south said that there would be no release of the slave trade without civil war. This sparked debate again which ended in a committee filled with only delegates from the north. When the committee came back from delegations they had decided only for the north because there was no one from the south represented. The north wanted a stop to the importation of slaves but did not want to stop importing them. In this there became penalties for violating the act which was 1000 for every ship and 200 per slave that was on the ship. The south again lobbied for a free and open slave trade but that idea was shot down. Even though there were many debates on the slavery issue and penalties were given the problem like before was in enforcement. The people of the colonies who were making money decided not to stop being slave traders and the people of the south through afraid of revolt from the slaves continued to buy them because they felt the revolution had lot them a lot of laborers. In 1803 South Carolina started up the slave trade again without any boundaries, their reasoning was that with the new territory more slaves were going to need to be brought in so what a better way to make money. This again was met with agitation but it was seen as ok because South Carolina would soon change their mind in the eyes of congress. 
In this chapter Du Bois talks about the Haitian Revolution but it would have been easier to understand if there were more details about what happened. This book assumes that everyone knows what happened during the Haitian Revolution however perhaps if he gave more information we would be able to connect why exactly the people of the southern colonies were afraid. Also why were only the southern colonies afraid of this? If the slaves of the south revolted could they not travel up north killing on the way. When the south was going against the idea of the slave trade why was it not stopped by the government. 
There was an act passed in 1807 that would take effect January 1st of 1808 to abolish slavery for good. There were three questions that needed to be settled in order for this to happen and they were to find out what was going to happen with the slaves, what punishment was going to be laid out and how to limit the traffic on the high seas. For the first question there were many ideas but two of them stood out the most which was sending them back to where they came from, making them free. This was a heated debate and it was decided that slaves that were illegally bought would be set free and the buyer would be the one to be punished. Some people thought that the slaves should be sold in other places so that they could make some of their money back. This was shot down because it would be sending someone that was a slave back into slavery which is what congress wanted to stop. The second question was about how the people who were participating in the slave trade would be punished. There was the decision whether to make the punishment a felony which would be punishable by death or a misdemeanor punished by a fine and prison time. The big argument that became of this is that if the punishment was too sever people would not want to give up their friends and relatives however they did not want to make it something that was too lenient because people would not want to stop. Then the question arose of how to stop trade on the seas. The idea was first thought to get rid of the trade but that was impossible so people finally decided that to stop trade on ships that were less than 40 ton. However, the people felt that this would not stop anyone from participating in the trade. The bigger ships would just require moving more slaves at a time. Enforcing this law was hard because there were not many people that wanted to tell on their friends and there were a lot of people who did not want to stop the trade because of the money that it made. Because of this there were people who continued the trade unnoticed because there was not a real enforcement of the laws. Most of the cases that went to court at this were either dismissed or in the rare case that the person was seen as guilty there would be a fine imposed. The fine amounts were high but in no way did it come close to the amount of money that the slave trade brought in so it did not really set a deterrence mentality. Then there were more laws that passed involving prof that the slave had been owned for at least 5 years in order not to be fined. This did not work very well because again people did not want to stop the slave trade and they lied. 
When the slave trade was outlawed and the government was finally trying to put their foot down why didn’t they allocate enough money in order to have sheriffs or something in order to stop the slave trade? I felt that this section was very strong because it was understandable without a lot of information and had a lot of details. I felt that these would have been the three things that would have been worried about by congress. By focusing an entire chapter on these three questions Du Bois shows their importance over other information.
There was a general decision among the great powers that it was proposed to completely abolish the slave trade. To this everyone was willing however there came to be some problems with this idea. Since England had the largest sea faring ships they wanted the right for the Royal Navy to search ships who they thought were caring slaves. This idea was accepted by many people but the United States did not want their ships to be searched by a foreign entity especially since they had just had a revolution with England. Because the United States refused to get help from England so as the slave trade continued to happen even after it was outlawed and the American Flag was used by slavers in order to keep their ships from being searched by the Royal Navy. Then when the civil war broke out Lincoln made a deal with England to have limited powers of search and created mixed courts for people who were transporting slaves under the flag of the United States.
  	This chapter told us that it wasn’t just America that was trying to abolish the slave trade. I felt that because Du Bois spent time writing about the other world powers trying to abolish the slave trade that it was really important to show that it was also a world problem and taking out the slave trade was going to be a combined effort. It would have been better had Du Bois talked about the struggles that slavery was having in other nations or a quick little section about why the other governments wanted to stop the slave trade.
	Through 1820-1850 the crop of cotton became a major staple in the United States especially in the south. Because of this there was an increase in the slave trade due to the need for more labor. The cotton trade increased at such an enormous level but the use of cotton had a high demand. The demand kept going higher and higher and because of this the more slaves were needed to be in the south to help with production. The economic situation was too good to be passed up by the people of the south so there was an increase in the amount of slaves that were brought into the country via different waterways that were less watched. Due to the fact that there were minimal amounts of ships from America on the seas it was easier to sneak slave ships around. 
	The cotton trade was a major part of the south and incorporating this section helps to show how the cotton industry was really one of the main reasons that slavery was going to continue. If this had been left out of this book it would not have told the complete story behind the slavery. There were a lot of details about the number of slaves that were brought into the south because of the need to help with the cotton trade. It was a good idea to have all of those details because it helps to show people just how much things changed and how quickly the slave trade got out of control.
	The next thing that happened was when the confederacy wanted to break out on their own because they didn’t want to stop with the slave trade. They felt that there was no need to stop the trade because it was bring in mass amounts of revenue. The south did not want to lose their cotton farmers because they were crucial to the new way of life. After the south wanted to re-open the trade and make it legal there was a meeting of congress. In the meeting it was discussed and shot down without a second thought because slavery in the land of the free was not something that was going to be tolerated. In the south there were many ideas that the slave trade should be continued and because of this they opened up the borders without thinking about any consequences because they did not care. Any and all people that were prosecuted before the time of Lincoln were all able to get off with a small fine or were released and ran. In this time the south also felt that they should be the only ones who in fact who were able to keep slaves. One of the earlier acts of president Lincoln was to first enforce the most sever punishments on people caught in the slave trade which included death. Lincoln was tired of the idea of stopping slavery and wanted more action to be done. 
	You cannot talk about the issue of slavery without bringing up the Confederacy. This part helps the book because it showed the main reasons why the south broke from the north. This chapter was really strong because it even had some information from the Articles of Confederacy. It showed that the south did not want to give up any of their rights at all no matter who said what. The south saw slaves as property and property is not something that they were willing to give up. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The closing of the slave trade came in different movements the first being moral the second being economic and then finally political. The people who were trying to get rid of the slave trade because of a moral nature felt that it was going against God. They felt that everyone should be able to be free and that it was inhuman to treat anybody the way that the slaves were being treated. Some people wanted to shut down the trade because of economics. This was from the middle colonies because they were not gaining any extra money from the slaves nor were they in need of using the slaves so they felt that there was no need for slavery. Also there was the idea that because the slave trade was doing so well that there was no way that it could continue to do well. There was a fear of a drop in the profitability of the slave trade in the future. The other reason to stop the slave trade is strictly political. How would it look for a brand new country starting up and calling itself the home of the free if there are slaves? Also because everyone else has forbidden the trade and it was continuing under the American flag it was not good for relations with other countries. The last section of this book is about what lesson was learned because of the slave trade. Du Bois felt that now that it took so long to stop the slave trade that it was good for everyone who is having a social issue in their country to look at the slave trade as a lesson. It is better to enforce things right away instead of letting things get away from you. 

