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[bookmark: _GoBack]Witches, Werewolves, Vampires and Teenage Love:
Discussing Fiction in the Lives of Teenage Girls
What is popular fiction? Fiction is defined by Marriam-Webster as something invented by the imagination or feigned; specifically: an invented story. Young girls are reading romantic fiction because they see these movies, commercials and everyone is always talking about love. Are these girls seeing love for what it really is or are they looking at it in a fantasy perspective of puppies and rainbows? Teenagers these days see love as something that is simple, something that cannot be destroyed so long as the two people are together. Girls also believe that the males in their lives should be willing to fight for them physically because anything less would not show love. In these novels “The men are strong, handsome, have careers, make decisions, take action, seem serious. Women are pretty, mercurial, and preoccupied with love” (Thompson pg. 379) which does not help these girls to see that they can be more than what the novels are. Adolescent girls are brought into the world of romance and because they are easily susceptible to images of fairy tales they fail to see that fictions are just that, because of this they create an unrealistic ideal of who they need to be and what they are to expect from relationships with the opposite sex.
	When a child is born the first thing that the parents do is assign gender roles to their children and the first thing that girls are taught is that they need to be taken care of and that the men in their lives are going to take care of them. Since the beginning of time there were tales of princesses who needed to be rescued and the princes who came to save them so they could live happily ever after. In all of the stories that are read to little girls most of them show that women cannot rescue themselves, doing this teaches little girls that the best thing for them is to find a man that will rescue her when she needs him. This does not stop when the girls reach adolescence in fact it gets worse through young adult fiction novels. Books like Twilight[footnoteRef:1] and Harry Potter[footnoteRef:2] have a huge following of teenage girls and young adults, in both of these books there is a powerful male that does the rescuing. (J.K Rolling) wrote the Harry Potter books and in these books Harry saves people in every book and he is also the leader of the group who makes the decisions.  From the first book on he showed his dominance above the rest of the people in the novels. In Stephenie Mayer’s Twilight Saga there is one main girl and throughout all of the books she is always being protected by a man. This is further stated by Christian-Smith who says “teen romances center their versions of femininity on devotion to home, heart and hearth, [and] that a woman is incomplete without a man” which is something that is stressed in romance novels because even if the female character is a strong willed woman there is still a man that brings here to her knees (Christian-Smith pg.. 368). [1:  Book by Stephanie Meyer, all contextual information said about Twilight characters and events are from the book Twilight referenced in the work cited.]  [2:  Book by J.K Rowling, all contextual information said about Harry Potter characters and events are from the book Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets referenced in the work cited.] 

	Rosalind Coward say’s that fictions “adore the power of the male in ways reminiscent of the very early child-father relationship, while on the other, they are regressive because of the attitude taken to female sexual desire” (Storey pg.61). Coward is saying that in romantic fictions the men have all of the power and the women see the men as sexual desires. This is seen in Twilight which is one of the biggest franchises of fiction of today and it is marketed toward adolescent girls and young adults. This book has one heroin by the name of Isabella and a protagonist hero who is a vampire named Edward. In the book Twilight the main focus is on the forming of an intense relationship between Edward and Bella. In this first book alone Edward saves Bella from danger four times and at the end of the book she begs him to stay with her. Books and Movies that are about love make teenage girls believe that love is something that their first love will be the one and that it doesn’t matter if being with them is dangerous because love will prevail over everything. What young girls want from their boyfriend’s borders on obsession because they see how Edward follows Bella everywhere she goes and they think that it is an enduring quality. There is even a part in the book where bell is in her room doing a monologue and she says:
About three things I was absolutely positive. First, Edward was a vampire. Second, there was part of him — and I didn't know how potent that part might be— that thirsted for my blood. And third, I was unconditionally and irrevocably in love with him. (Meyer pg. 184)[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The quote is from a PDF so I am unsure of the page number in the book but it comes from  chapter 9 labeled Theory] 

This Quote shows that even though Edward is dangerous Bella is still in love with him which teaches girls that it is ok to love someone that wants to hurt you. Back to what Coward said about the female characters in teenage fictions always wanting the male counterparts sexually, in the Twilight book there is a scene where the two characters kiss for the first time and he has to pull away from her because she is trying to go too far. This is frustrating to Isabella who wants more but for a teenager who thinks that it would have been the perfect time for her to express her love she may end up doing something that she will regret later. Perfect relationships are not something that happens every day. For a select few they find their true love in high school and can get married right away and live happily but for most people it takes more work than that, there is a lot of talking and compromise that has to go into a relationship. These books are giving the wrong impression about what is important in high school and are stressing the act of falling in love instead of telling the girls that they can do more than just relying on a man. 
	Teenage girls are often enticed in their romantic views based on characters that they see as heroes. They marvel at the idea that Harry was an orphan and that he is all powerful and is the one person that can save everyone from all the evil things. This is relative to Janice Radway’s idea that “romantic fantasy is a form of regression in which the reader is imaginatively and emotionally transported to a time ‘when she was the center of a profoundly nurturant individual’s attention” (Storey pg. 63). Radway is saying that women tend to read romance novels because they can picture themselves in a time where love was all around them. In the Harry Potter novels young girls picture themselves at Hogwarts and in the thick of things with Harry, Ron and Hermione. This is just the imagination at work but what if that young girl is thinking that she could find a man like Harry or Ron, these men in their heads really exist. In the Chamber of Secrets Harry saves the life of a young girl named Jenny and is still worried about her safety even after he is mortally wounded. Girls see this and feel that it is something to aspire to that a man can save a girl and not worry about himself in the process. Guys like this do exist but there is no magical bird that is going to come in and save a man if he is really injured. These girls know that it is not real but still want the things that the books portray because it is so romantic. These things are understandable, but is it really a good thing to pump the adolescent mind full of falsities of a perfect world? Yes, Harry Potter does contain a lot of fighting scenes and in every book there is a time when Harry faces some real obstacles, but through those trying times he always has people to rely on and it is not always like that, the hero doesn’t always live, the girl doesn’t always get to live happily ever after. Adolescent girls savor the idea of having a man that comes through tough times and finally finds true love but love isn’t something that just happens like it does in books. 
	Because these young girls are so naïve to the dating scene and they don’t know what it is like to have a man be there for them, so novels may be the only ideal that these girls can draw from. This ideal is causing problems with whoever these teenagers date because the relationship is never going to be as good as a book written specifically to tantalize the mind. These girls expect their men to be manly men with a sensitive side who plan their futures with only ever being with one woman, which would not be bad if they didn’t expect him also to be gorgeous, rich, intelligent, and one that never even thinks about looking at other girls. They are expecting the prince in the fairy tales to come and rescue them when in reality he doesn’t exist on that perfect level. This is creating failure before a real relationship has even started.
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